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| HAVE BEEN IWING wWITH MY DAUSHTER MARIA  RIGHT VoW
BECAUSE MY OLD LOG HOUSE WwAS DEMOLISH DUE OO AGE,

IAM TJANINA 76 YRS OLD Now AND | RECENNE OW ALE SEeURITY
PENSION. THIS HAPPENED 58 YEARS ACO WHEN THE RIEIENBACH s
CANE 7O MY PARENTS JOIEPH AnD JUtA BAR [ DECEAIED)

AND BEGLCED FOR HELP. THEY RSKED |F MY FATHER WAS WILLIVE

TO HIDE THEM. MY FATHER DID NOT LIKE THIt IDEA AT THE BECINV/WE.
HE SAID: , HOW 1 CAN HIDE Yol WHEN GERMANS ARE LOOKINE FOR Yol
ALl THE TIME AND (F THEY FIND Yoty HERE EUERYBoDY Uit BE KILLED.
TELL ME IF You WowuyD RISK LIVES oF YoUR FARMILY FOR us °
PLEASE GO ELSEWHERE BECAUSE | CANT HELP you."

SUDDENLY  RIESENBACH AND #HIS WIFE |TA GOT ON THEIR KkNEES
AND STARJED CRYING UNCONTROLLASLY.

THEY ASKED GOD FOR FORE/VENESS AwD PROMISED 7O PO €00D DEEDS

W THEY SURVIE, TMEIR EYES WERE FUlLL OF TEARS ANO THEY UERE
PRYING PASSIONATELY. THEY WERE HOPINE THAT £0D (yhS LISTENINE 7O
THEM.

WE TOLD THENM THAT THEY CAN STAY ONE WEEK wmH US. Y FATHER
MADE THIS DECISION RISKINE LIVES mS FArILY.

AFIER ONE WEEK ITA SAID TO My FATHER JUSEPH ABOULT
MEHTMARE WHICH SHE HAD LAST NIGHT ARour HER KOS
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WHO FELL INTO HOLE IV THE GROUND AND GOT BURIEP ALIVE

SHE WAS WORRYING BHBouT THEM ALl THE TME -
MEANTIME WE FOUND THEN PLACE IN THE ATTIC WHERE USUALLY

WE KEPT A HAY FOR ANIMALS AND OLO USELESS JUWNK.

) was 16 YRS ot AT THAT TIME.
{ HAD 7O CLIMB THE LADDER LEAOING 7O THIS ATIC EyERY DAY AVA

TAKE CARE oF THE RIESENBACHSI BY BRINEING THEM FOOD, CLEAV

CLOTHES ), WASH THE BUCKET L1/TH HUMPN WASTE
AFTER ON wEEK PASSED (TR ASKED MY FATHER |F SHE CAN BRING
HER KIDS 7O uS. SHE SpID THAT THEY HAVE 70 BE IV A DPNCER

BECAMUIE JHE HAD BAD DRE# - ALOLT THEH.
ITA AMD HER HUIBAND STARTED TO CRY AND WE WERE cRYIVE

TDGETHER (yimH THEM , THIS WrS A ABSOWTE DESPA/R.
THERE WAS A BlG PROBIE!M UITH FooD BECAUIE GERMANS IHNPOSED

MANDATORY GUATES ON GRAIN, MILK AND MEAT . EVERY PEAIANT/ VILBEET)

whS FORCED TO FPROVIOE CERTAIN AMounT OF FooD FoR FEEDING

GERMANS . STARVATION WAS WIDELY SPREAP IV THE VILAGE ,

WE ToLD THENM THAT WE WE Witl NOT SURVIVE ON A UITILE FooD WHAT

wAS (EFT FOR Us.
MY FATHER SAID!, HOW WE ARE CONG LIVE FIVE OF You ANO THREE

OF uS TOCETHER EIGHT PERSONS . "
AT THIS MOMENt WITH TEARS IN THER EYES THEY BEBGCED cif FOR

MERCY AND PERMISSION TO STAY wimH US.

WwE AlloweD THE /1 TB S7AY WiTH us ACAIN FOR A FEW WEEXS Bur

WE WwERE MOPING THAT THEY WIlL LEAVE U Sool.

NEXT DAY TA WENT 0 SEE HER k105 DURING WNIBHT wHO WERE HIDDEN

IV DIFFERENT HOUIE (BY T HKLAR ). pND SHE RETURNED 7O WS wiTH THET:

(jo'ze-/:) JOE, MARIA(176RYA) AND CENIA [ GEATYE)

sooN AFTER GESTAPO RAIOED THIS HOUIE wHitH whl coMPLETELY
DESTROYED AND PANSHCKED. AnD POUSH onER WAI THKEN AUWAY.
NOBODY HEACD ANYIHING FRoM #HiIH AGAIN .PUT THEY DIO NOT FIND THEM
oVE MONTH PAISED AND THEY ARE STHL (1vmé wiTH US. ppo 77 %
POING MY DALLY ROUTINE i

ONE DAY MY FATHER 5a10° j WHAT ARE WE COMWE 0 0o Now)

WE HAVE No BREAD j AlL GRAINS UWERE TAKEN BY GERMANS , AVD
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WHAT LEFT | HAVE TO USE AS SEEDS NEXT SPRING. AL MiLk wE

HAVE TO GIWE TO GERMANS AS WELL OTHERWISE THEY /Lt CON FISCRTE
OUR COW. PLEASE TELL ME WHAT WOULD yolt DO |F You WERE W MY
siTunTion &, WE ALL STARTED TO CRY TOGETHER, /T wWAS A REAL DESPA/R
AND HOPELESSNESS. THE RIESENBACHs OFFERED TO GIVE 45 EVERY THING-
THEY HAD AND PROMISED TO EAT oMLY ONE PER DAY IFWE will
ALUOWE THEIR KIDS STAY. MY FATHER RELUICTANLY AGREED TO THIS .
WE SHARED EVERY PIECE oF BREAD w/TH THEM BuUT WHEN BREAD WAS
GOME WE ATE oNLY POTATDES AND BEAN. THEIR TOILET WAS A BULKET
WHICH | HAD TO CLEAN EUVERY DAY.

THIS WAS MY LIFE AND | wAS oWNY |7 YEARS OLD AT THAT TIME.,

THERE WERE FIVE PEOPLE LIVINE INTHE AITIC AND WE HAOTD TAKE
cARE oF THEM., | WAS HELPING MY PARENTS How MUEH | couth.
EVERY DAY 1WAS BRINGING THEM FOOD ,WATER , CLOTHS AND CLEAN
BUCKET FOR HUMAN QWASTE,

MY WEMORY ABOUT THIS HORRIBLE TWIE 1§ VERY cteAR.

) REMEMBER THAT WAS SUNDAY. (SUMMER - AFTER HARVEST 1942),

| WAS OoN THE waAY HOME FROM CHURCH WHEN | SAW TRONG OF
PEOPIE SURROUNDING oOuR HOUSE.. MY HEART STOPFED AND | IKNEW
| FACED THE DEATH ~NOW.

| NOTICED GESTAPO (SS) W ITH THEIR HENCHMEN AND GERMAN
FIREMEN READY 70 BLURN MY HOUSE . ALL oF THEM WERE FluLY
ARMED. | THOUGHT THAT WAS OLR LAST MINUTE ANO WE ARE

6OINE TO DIE NOW.

DESPITE THIS GRAVE SITUATION MY MIND RS STIL SHARP. | wWAS
FAST A4S wELL. | CLIMBED THE LADDER LEADING TO THE AITIC. AVO
BROUGHT ALL oF THEM DoWwnN 70 CELLAR . | HIDE THEM |V THE

SECRET PLACE (HOLE) MADE BY MY FATHER T BAR.
FHE ENTRY TO THIS PLACE | COVERED WwITH BEETS LEAVES AND
SoME BRANCHES,

NEXT 1 RAN Jo THE AITIC QuUItKLY TO COUER ANV SIGN OF HUuMAN
PRESENCE ,
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MEANTIME GERMANS WEMT INTO HOUSE WwITH ORDER TO SEARCH
THE PREMSES BECAUSE THERE WAS SwspilON THAT WE WERE HIOING
JEWS. THEY RANSACKED HOUSE TERRIBLY, THEY WERE LookING FOR THE/
IN EVERY POSSIBLE PLACE LIKE. OWEN, CLOSETS, PANTRY.
LATER THEY WENT 10 PBARN WHERE EUEN TROUGHS FoR tows WERE cHECKED,
EVERY SHEAF oF WHEAT WRAS OPEN. THANK'S GOD THEY 01D NoT~ FIND
ANYBODY AND ALL oF THEM LEFT VERY LATE EUVENING.
THESE RAIDS HAPPENED A FEW TIMES AND WE FACED DEARTHS EVERY
TIME. | WILL NEVER FORGET THUSE MOMENTS OF MY LFE. WHEN | whl
so TERRIFIED .
RFTER THIS FIRST RAID wWHICH WARS THE woksT wg LIVED IN
CONSTANT FEAR. THE RIESENBACHS RETURNED 7O THE ATTIC (WHERE

THEY STAYED UNTIL WINTER 1942,

WHEN THE WINTER ARRIVED WE BROUGHT THEM YD THE CELLAR.

1T wAS yERY COLD WINTER AwD THEY SLEPT ON BED MROE BY MY FATHER
FROM POTATOS STALKS. THIS WAS A SUCH UNSPEAKABLE MISER).

swppENLY 1TA GoT VERY slck AND WE CURED HER WITH HOMNE MADE
REMEDIES . SHE WANTED TD DIE AND BE BURIED /¥ woolS coFFIV oV
THE CEMETERY CLOSE 7O LANeUT LIKE A HUMANVBEING,

THIS whas ©OUR LIFE FOR TWO YEARS FroM suﬂﬂgk'l—lz - sumner’ ".L/
WHEN SoVIET ARMY ENTERED POLAND AGAIN THE RIESENBACHS
RETURNED TO THEIR HOME. Soon THEY LEFT MARKOWA.

WE DID WOT HAVE ANY NEWS WHAT HAPPENED TO THEI! FOR loNE TIHE.,
oNE DAY wE GOT A LETTER FROM THEM & WHICH THEY WNFORNED
us THAT THEY AHARE SAFE ABROARD. THEY WERE VERY ERATEFULL
70 uS FOR SAVING THEIR LIVES. THEY PROMISED U5 A soME

FORM ©F PAYING BACK IN THE FUTURE. SooN WE GOT A PRRCELS

W ITH CAVDIES AND COOKIES A LRTER WITH USED CLOTHS.

LUERY LEITER FROM THEM CONTAINED 1l or £2 DolLARS. AVD

LAIER. $10 oR 420 wITH TANK Yot/ CARD.

| AM vERY HAPPY THAT THEY DiD NoT FORGET AmouUl US AUD
WHAT WE DD FOR THEM. THE RIESENBACHS BECAME PART

oF OUR LFE AVD THI /s JHPOSSIBLE T FORGET,
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MY  PARENTS HELPED THE RIESENBACHS TO SURVIVE THAT HORRIBLE
AND UNHUMAN TIME WITHOUT ANY EXPECTIONS OF FINANCIAL GAM,
WE LIWED THROUWGH THIS BRUTAL WAR TDEETHER AwnD 7HIS THE

/5 HARD 7O FORGET.
TANINA  CZARNOTA

MY MOTHER DIED W 2005 47 L0 YRS of AGE.

THIS LETTER WAS WRITEN BY HER 3 YEARS BEFORE J1ER DEATH .
IF ) HAVE SOME SPARE MONEY | ORDER PRAYERS FOR HER soul,
THIS WAS MHER LAST wiSH AnvD | RESPECT T,



